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ignorant man, never reading, and talking glibly out of an
empty mind.
Apart from miscellaneous engagements, which tended to
grow fewer in number as the years went by, there was an
annual meeting between Lloyd George and his fellow-
countrymen which never failed; and that was the National
Eisteddfod. For the inside of one week in August, the
whole of musical and literary Wales (and that means
shopkeepers, manual labourers, farm labourers, and pro-
fessional men, since in Wales almost everybody is seriously
interested in either literature or music) assembles at the
chosen spot for the great cultural festival* The Eisteddfod
is held in alternate years in North and South Wales, and
the place is decided upon two years in advance by vote.
At each of the meetings of the Eisteddfod some famous
person is invited to preside; and from 1890 onward,
Lloyd George has invariably been chairman at the Thursday
afternoon session. That is the occasion on which the
ceremony of the chairing of the victorious bard takes place*
There was one year in which Lloyd George was too ill to
attend; but except for that, forty-eight National Eistcdd-
fodau have listened to his presidential addresses, A tre-
mendous ovation always awaited him on these annual
appearances; and some of the finest of his Welsh speeches
have been delivered on those occasions* Year by year
enthusiasm for him increased* until it reached its climax
in the year before the Great War* The millions of Welsh
and English people who have listened to the broadcasts of
Lloyd George's Eisteddfod speeches in recent years, when
the reception accorded him lias been comparatively tepid,
can have no conception of the tempest of applause with
which he used to be greeted in the old days,
Lloyd George's life in Wales meant a time of comparative
leisure, of freedom at least from the duty of attendance in